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1.0 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

SEE STANDARD 1: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

2.0 DEFINITIONS 

2.1 Balcony: A platform that projects from the wall of a manor and is 
enclosed by a parapet or railing.  

2.2 Patio: A paved area that adjoins the manor at ground level which does 
not serve as walkway or landing.  

2.3 Balcony/Patio Cover: A single story architectural projection that 
provides weather protection or decoration and is partially or wholly 
supported by the building to which it is attached. A cover is comprised 
of a lightweight frame structure over which a covering is attached.  

2.4 Atrium: An open space without a roof in the interior of a floor plan 
enclosed by walls on all four sides.  

2.5 Atrium Cover: Can be described as in item 2.3 or a cover that encloses 
the entire open space in a more permanent nature.  

 

3.0 APPLICATIONS 

3.1 The cover may be either fixed or retractable.  

3.2 All covering materials shall meet all local, state and federal 
requirements.  

3.3 Alterations to existing roof structure and drainage/guttering system 
are prohibited.  



3.4 Covers that come with a built-in gutter system are acceptable only 
when the cover’s own run-off is being diverted.  If the cover 
design and installation also accommodates water run-off from the 
existing roof, the gutter and downspout system must meet 
Standard 18: Gutters and Downspouts requirements. 

3.5  All new downspouts must be painted to match the surface to which 
they are attached. 

3.6 Posts and all main structural elements shall be made of aluminum, 
factory prefinished aluminum or vinyl clad aluminum.   

3.7 All posts must be anchored directly to concrete slab or original balcony 
flooring.   

3.8 Color finish options:  white, almond, bronze to blend with existing 
surrounding conditions as closely as possible. 

3.9 Premanufactured skylights are allowed in patio covers.  
Manufacturer specifications and installation guidelines for skylights 
to be included with mutual consent application. 

 
3.10 Plexiglas, corrugated fiberglass and similar coverings will not be 

allowed. 

3.11 All plans submitted must provide proper engineering approvals 
and be compliant with current California Building Codes.  

3.12 Balcony/patio covers to cover only the balcony/patio areas as 
defined by the patio slab, patio wall, balcony railing or as detailed on 
building standard plans. 

 
 

4.0 ATRIUMS 
 
4.1 Covers are allowed over an atrium if: 

 
A. All existing rooms directly adjoining the atrium are NOT 

classified as bedrooms. 
 

B. A bedroom directly adjoining the atrium has a second opening 
directly to the exterior that meets emergency egress 
requirements. 
 

4.2 A cover may not extend above the height of the existing walls. 
 

4.3 All atrium covers of a more permanent nature may vary from above 
requirements provided that they conform to the current California 
Building Codes.  Plans and details to be included with mutual consent 



 

application.  Plans and details are also subject to review and approval 
by the City of Laguna Woods Building Department. 

 
4.4 Exceptions to 4.1 

 
A. Per California Building Code, Title 24, Part 2.5, Section R310, 

all bedrooms must have an emergency escape and rescue 
opening directly to a public way.  Covers shall not be allowed 
over atriums where a bedroom directly adjoins an atrium and 
the only means of egress to outside is into an atrium. 
 

B. Covers may be allowed if a bedroom that adjoins an atrium is 
reclassified as a “non-sleeping” room.  A “non-sleeping” room 
is defined as a space such as an office or den and which does 
not have a bedroom egress requirement. Plans indicating this 
change must be submitted and recorded with the Laguna 
Woods City Clerk as well as submitted and recorded at the 
County of Orange Recorders Office. 
 

 
5.0 PATIOS UNDER EXISTING BALCONIES  

5.1 Patio covers may not extend beyond the original construction footprint 
of the balcony above, exclusive of the allowance needed for gutter 
system.  

5.2 Patio cover shall not impede or interfere with any existing building 
drainage system. No variances to this requirement will be 
accepted. 


