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Americanism  
May 2, 2025 
Thomas Je8erson 
 
Thomas Je8erson is, for me, one of our country’s most intriguing Founding Fathers. Best 
known as the author of our Declaration of Independence, he also served as our third 
President, and Secretary of State. Je8erson was a true Renaissance man. 
 
The two most controversial topics about Je8erson – one, that he owned about 600 slaves 
and two, that he is believed to have fathered six children with one of his female slaves – I 
will leave to other people. Historians can debate about those sticky topics. I have other 
interesting tidbits to share with you about this important Founding Father. 
 
Je8erson lived from 1743-1826. The elder of two sons in a family of ten, young Je8erson 
spent most of his boyhood on a plantation near Richmond, VA. When he was 14 years old, 
his father died and bequeathed almost 3000 acres to Thomas, making him the head of the 
family and master of the plantation. 
 
His early education was spent with private tutors, and he entered the College of William 
and Mary in Williamsburg at age 17. He graduated college at age 19, studied law privately, 
and was admitted to the bar at age 24. At age 29, he married a widow named Martha 
Wayles Skelton, and they had 6 children together, one son and five daughters. Only two 
daughters survived to adulthood, and Martha tragically died after only ten years of 
marriage. Je8erson never married again. He had 12 grandchildren, several of whom lived 
with him at his beloved Monticello. 
 
Je8erson was an inventor, lawyer, and educator. During his lifetime, he wrote over 19,000 
letters, most of which have survived. He spoke 6 languages: English, French, Greek, Italian, 
Latin, and Spanish. An architect, he designed his home at Monticello, which he called “the 
hobby of my old age,” as well as the Virginia State Capitol and the rotunda for the University 
of Virginia.  
 
Je8erson was interested in economic theory, believed in free market policies, and opposed 
using bank notes as currency. He was a foodie, especially fond of French food, which he 
learned to enjoy during a five year stay in France. 
 
While he was in France, helping Benjamin Franklin and John Adams to negotiate 
commercial treaties with European nations, Je8erson developed a special love for French 
wine. Back in America, he planted two vineyards at Monticello, seeking to promote wine as 
an alternative to American whisky and cider. 
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Je8erson believed that the United States should always be an agrarian society because it 
would keep us independent from other nations. He was one of the first American farmers to 
employ crop rotation, and he redesigned the plow to increase e8iciency. 
 
He was a prolific writer during his lifetime, having famously authored our country’s 
Declaration of Independence. At the Library of Congress, the collection of Thomas 
Je8erson papers includes about 27,000 documents. He corresponded extensively with key 
historical figures. And we know that he loved books tremendously. His personal library 
contained 6,500 volumes which, after his retirement, he sold to the Library of Congress. At 
one point, he told his friend and fellow Founding Father, John Adams, “I cannot live without 
books.” 
 
To many historians, Je8erson’s greatest achievement was orchestrating the Louisiana 
Purchase in 1803, which doubled the size of the US, giving the young country 529 million 
acres of fertile land, at a price of …$15 million. He sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 
on their expedition to explore this newly acquired valuable territory. 
 
The list of accomplishments by Thomas Je8erson seems endless, but I want to leave you 
with a particularly touching part of his life: his long and endearing friendship with his fellow 
Founding Father, John Adams. They met at the Second Continental Congress in 1775, and 
remained lifelong friends, except for 10 years of separation after Je8erson defeated Adams 
in the bitter presidential election of 1801. 
 
Here are a few excerpts from their correspondence at the end of their lives, as they 
exchanged special memories of their early days as Founding Fathers. 
 
Jan. 1812: Je8erson (age 69) to Adams (age 77): “A letter from you calls up recollections 
very dear to my mind. It carries me back to the times when, beset with di8iculties and 
dangers, we were fellow laborers in the same cause, struggling for what is most valuable to 
man, his right of self-government.” 
 
Continuing on, Je8erson wrote to Adams: “Sometimes indeed I look back to former 
occurrences, in remembrance of our old friends and fellow laborers, who have fallen before 
us. Of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, I see now living not more than half a 
dozen on your side of the Potomac [River] and, on this side, myself alone. I [enjoy] 
remarkable health … I am on horseback three or four hours of every day. I walk little, 
however, a single mile being too much for me. I live in the midst of my grandchildren, one of 
whom has lately promoted me to great-grandfather.” 
 
Feb. 1812: Adams back to Je8erson: “I walk every fair day, sometimes 3 or 4 miles. [I] ride 
now and then but very rarely more than ten or fifteen miles … I [am older than you] by at 
least ten years, but you are advanced to the rank of great-grandfather before me.” 
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A particularly poignant sample of their correspondence is from 1818. Je8erson wrote to 
Adams after the death of Abigail, John’s beloved wife: “I know well and feel what you have 
lost, what you have su8ered, are su8ering, and have yet to endure. The same trials have 
taught me that, for ills [which are] immeasurable, time and silence are the only medicines.” 
 
Je8erson continued, “I will not therefore, by useless condolences, open afresh…your 
grief…nor will I say a word more, where words are vain. [However], it is of some comfort to 
us both that [soon] … our sorrows and [our] su8ering bodies, [will] ascend in essence to an 
ecstatic meeting with the friends we have loved and lost, and whom we shall still love, and 
never lose again. God bless you and support you under your heavy a8liction. Signed, 
Thomas Je8erson.” 
 
I hope you enjoyed hearing a bit about this marvelous man. Thank you for listening, and 
God bless America. 
 
Sources: 
bostonteapartyship.com 
constitutioncenter.org 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
National Humanities Center 
National Park Service 
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Benjamin Franklin 
 
In 1787, at 81 years old, Benjamin Franklin represented Pennsylvania at the 
ConsEtuEonal ConvenEon. He was the oldest delegate and, although he did not 
take an acEve part, his calm and wise demeanor helped to keep the convenEon on 
track. Three years later, Franklin passed away, and some 20 thousand people 
honored him at his funeral. 
 
Franklin lived from 1706-1790. He is the only Founding Father to have signed all 
four of the key documents in American history: 

1. The DeclaraEon of Independence 
2. The Treaty of Alliance with France (1778), which formalized France’s  

  financial and military support for America’s revoluEonary new  
  government 

3. The Treaty of Peace with Great Britain (1783), signed by US and BriEsh  
   representaEves to end the RevoluEonary War 
 4. The US ConsEtuEon 
Franklin was a respected and admired negoEator and statesman. 
 
Franklin was born in Boston, Mass., to Josiah Franklin and his second wife Abiah. 
Benjamin was one of 10 children born to Abiah. Benjamin had only two years of 
formal schooling so, as he grew up, he schooled himself by reading every book he 
could find, studying algebra, geometry, navigaEon, grammar, logic, and natural 
and physical sciences. He parEally mastered French, German, Italian, Spanish, and 
LaEn. His efforts made him one of the best educated persons of his Eme.  
 
Having worked in his father’s soap and candle making shop at age 10, cu`ng 
wicks and melEng tallow, at age 12, Franklin became an apprenEce printer at his 
older brother’s prinEng business and, as an adult, he finally started a prinEng 
business of his own. Franklin ended up prinEng The Pennsylvania Gazeae for 37 
years. 
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I am sure we can all remember the famous sayings Franklin published in both his 
newspaper, and in Poor Richard’s Almanac, sayings which emphasized industry, 
frugality, and thric, such as: 

 
“An ounce of prevenEon is worth a pound of cure.” – “Early to bed, early to 

rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” – “God helps [those who] help 
themselves.” – “A small leak can sink a great ship.” --- and so on. 
 
In 1730, at age 24, Franklin married Deborah Read, the daughter of his first 
landlady. A devoted couple, they raised three children, two boys and one girl. She 
was afraid to travel on the sea to be with him on his trips to Europe, so she kept 
their home fires burning. She died in 1774 and, at his death 16 years later, he was 
buried beside her in Christ Church cemetery in Philadelphia. 
 
As a creaEve and enthusiasEc scienEst and inventor, Franklin studied the 
movement of the Gulf Stream in the AtlanEc Ocean, charEng its course, recording 
its depth, speed, and temperature. He invented a beaer heaEng stove by 
arranging its flues more efficiently, thereby keeping a large room warmer while 
using less fuel. He invented the lightning rod acer doing his life -threatening 
experiments with electricity -- remember how he flew his homemade kite in a 
thunderstorm and almost electrocuted himself? His lightning rod invenEon 
subsequently saved countless lives and buildings. 
 
Franklin is credited with the invenEon of bifocal glasses. He used two separate 
pairs of glasses, one for distance and one for up close, which grew cumbersome 
for him to manage. Franklin wrote to a friend, “Finding this [need to change 
glasses] troublesome, I had the glasses cut, and half of each kind [put together] in 
the same circle.” With his new invenEon, when he aaended diplomaEc dinners in 
Europe, for instance, he was first able to clearly see his food on the plate, and 
then to look up smoothly, and see who was speaking across the table. He told his 
friend that, by being able to see the facial expressions of his dinner companions 
clearly, “I understand French beaer by the help of my spectacles.” He was simply 
delighted with his invenEon. 
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Finally, Benjamin Franklin was a devoted American patriot, wholeheartedly 
dedicated to building a successful United States, and deeply commiaed to our 
cause for freedom.  
 
At one parEcular point in the RevoluEonary War, the BriEsh offered the American 
patriots the chance to surrender without punishment, and to be placed once 
again under BriEsh rule as colonies subject to the King. WriEng to Lord Richard 
Howe, a BriEsh commander whom he knew well, Franklin’s fiery and passionate 
words speak for themselves, promising that America would never capitulate: 
 
“It is impossible [that] we should think of submission to a government that has, 
with the most wanton barbarity and cruelty, burnt our defenseless towns in the 
midst of winter … and is even now bringing foreign mercenaries to deluge our 
sealements with blood. These atrocious injuries have exEnguished every 
remaining spark of affecEon for that parent country we once held so dear.”  
 
As we prepare to celebrate our country’s 250th birthday next year, let’s be proud 
of our Founding Fathers such as Benjamin Franklin, for giving us our uniquely 
special country.  
 
Let’s always hold our heads up high as patrioEc Americans, and conEnue to work 
hard daily to preserve this wonderful gic they lec for us. 
 
Thank you for listening, and God bless America. 
 

 
Sources: 
“Benjamin Franklin.” World Book Encyclopedia. 
“Benjamin Franklin in His Own Words.” Library of Congress ExhibiEons. 
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Donald Trump and Andrew Jackson 
 
 
I recently read that President Trump is an admirer of our seventh president, 
Andrew Jackson. One of the first things Trump did, as his second term began, was 
to re-install a large Andrew Jackson portrait in the Oval Office, which had been 
removed by the Biden administraJon.  
 
At the beginning of his first term as president, in a speech given at The Hermitage, 
the historical Jackson family home in Tennessee, President Trump said, “From 
poverty and obscurity, Jackson rose to glory and greatness. He had courage, grit, 
and patrioJc heart… and he was one of our great presidents.” 
 
To watch a video of that speech, take home the slip of paper on your table which 
gives the direcJons on how to find it on YouTube. It runs about 12 minutes, and it 
is well worth watching. 
 
President Trump relates to Andrew Jackson for the many ways Jackson fought for 
change for the everyday American. As Trump says in the video, “During the 
RevoluJon, Jackson first confronted and defied an arrogant elite … He rejected 
authority that looked down on the common people.” ATer this statement, Trump 
laughs and says, “Oh, I know the feeling, Andrew.” 
 
In a nutshell, Andrew Jackson was born in 1767 and served as our seventh 
president from 1829-1837. He grew up on the fronJer in a log cabin, the third son 
of a poor farm couple from Ireland. His father died a few days before Andrew was 
born, and his mother later died from smallpox, leaving him an orphan at age 14. 
Jackson said later, “I felt u\erly alone.” 
 
Young Andrew was known for having a bad temper, which led to many fights 
which he never seemed to lose. He went to boarding school at age 11, where he 
studied reading, wriJng, grammar, and geography – but he mostly loved sports. 
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In 1776, at age 9, a precocious Jackson read the newly adopted DeclaraJon of 
Independence aloud to his neighbors. At age 13, he joined S. Carolina’s mounted 
miliJa with his older brother, Robert. The BriJsh captured the two brothers, and 
marched them 40 miles to a military prison. A BriJsh commander ordered young 
Andrew to scrub his boots and Jackson refused, saying he had rights as a POW. 
The officer slashed Andrew’s hand with his sword and cut his head. Jackson was a 
tough RevoluJonary soldier. 
 
As an adult, he became a successful lawyer and landowner, with the nickname of 
“Old Hickory,” because he was as tough and strong as the bark of a hickory tree. 
As told by an old Jmer resident of his town, Jackson was known as “the most 
roaring, rollicking, game-cocking, horse-racing, card-playing, mischievous fellow 
that ever lived in Salisbury, North Carolina.”  
 
Jackson led a busy and controversial life. He was married to Rachel Jackson and, 
although they had no biological children of their own, they helped to raise some 
of the children of Rachel’s siblings. He was a founder of the DemocraJc Party of 
that Jme, and won the Presidency in 1828, having gained military fame as a 
General in the War of 1812. Many of Jackson’s most famous quotes ring true for 
our poliJcal scene today. President Trump agrees with many of Jackson’s 
governing stances, and has said so. 
 
Here are a few Jacksonian quotes – see if you agree that they sound like they 
could be said by Trump himself these days. 
 
From Jackson’s first inaugural address: “The Federal ConsJtuJon must be obeyed, 
states’ rights preserved, our naJonal debt must be paid, direct taxes and loans 
avoided, and the Federal Union preserved. These are the objects I have in view 
and, regardless of all consequences, will carry into effect.” 
 
Another Jackson quote: “The people expect reform. They shall not be 
disappointed; but it must be judiciously done, and upon principle.” 
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From Jackson’s second inaugural address: “Without union, our independence and 
liberty would never have been achieved. Without union, they never can be 
maintained.” 
 
In his speech at The Hermitage, Trump said, “Jackson reclaimed the peoples’ 
government from an emerging aristocracy. They had turned the government into 
an engine for the support of the few, at the expense of the many.” 
 
Trump conJnues, “Andrew Jackson was the peoples’ president. To clean out 
bureaucracy, Jackson removed 10% of the federal workforce. [He ran] a campaign 
to sweep out government corrupJon. He imposed tariffs on foreign countries to 
protect American workers.”  
 
Doesn’t that sound like what Trump and his administraJon are trying to do today? 
 
One last Jackson quote which sums up his dedicaJon to the everyday American: 
“In the planter, the farmer, the mechanic, and the laborer, we will find the muscle 
and bone of our country.”  
 
In the Oval Office, Trump is proud to sit between portraits of Andrew Jackson and 
Thomas Jefferson, one portrait on each side wall next to his desk. Outside of 
Trump’s office window grows a healthy magnolia tree, planted many years ago 
from a small sprout taken from the grounds of Jackson’s home. 
 
Trump concludes, “Andrew Jackson, we thank you for your service. We honor you 
and your memory. We build on your legacy. And we thank God for the United 
States of America.” 
 
Thank you for listening, and be sure to take home the li\le paper with the You 
Tube address if you wish to watch Trump’s speech. God bless America. 
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This past year, many people, especially on the poli9cal Le;, have loudly cri9cized 
President Trump for his numerous, bold Execu9ve Orders. Many have labeled him  
“tyrant” or “dictator” for simply exercising one of his presiden9al rights and 
du9es.  
 
Hearing their endless complaints led me to do a liJle research into the Execu9ve 
Branch, one of our wonderfully balanced three prongs of government, as well as 
Execu9ve Orders themselves. 
 
As head of the Execu9ve Branch, President Trump’s four main du9es are: 
1. To enforce federal laws, trea9es, and federal court rulings 
2. To develop federal policies 
3. To prepare the na9onal budget 
4. To appoint federal officials  
 
The President holds emergency powers, used to prevent or to end a na9onal 
emergency. He also holds the power to make Execu9ve Orders, which are defined 
by World Book Encyclopedia as “direc9ons, proclama9ons, or other statements 
that have the force of laws. These orders require no ac9on by Congress (764).” 
 
Looking back to our country’s founders for a moment, they described the 
presidency in rather general terms. They felt certain that George Washington 
would be our first president and, as a greatly respected war9me leader, they 
expected him to shape the responsibili9es of the office for future presidents. 
 
Washington pursued a delicate balance between making the presidency powerful 
enough to func9on equally and effec9vely within the na9onal government, but 
also to avoid any image of monarchy or dictatorship.  
 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, and Abraham Lincoln each made 
decisions in his presidency which seemed to show liJle regard for Congress and its 
power. However, they did garner popular support by their ac9ons.  
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In 1794, President Washington used federal troops to end the Whiskey Rebellion, 
a tax protest in Pennsylvania. By this ac9on, he helped to establish the federal 
government’s authority to enforce federal laws in the individual states. (Sort of 
sounds like President Trump now with his sending federal ICE agents into states, 
doesn’t it?). 
 
In 1803, President Jefferson approved a treaty to buy territory in Louisiana from 
France, which doubled the size of our country. There was no specific power in our 
Cons9tu9on for him to purchase new land. He said that the purchase was 
cons9tu9onal under his presiden9al treaty making power. 
 
In 1832, under President Jackson, S. Carolina declared federal tariff laws 
uncons9tu9onal, and refused to collect tariffs at its ports. Jackson declared that 
no state could cancel a federal law, and forced the state to end its rebellion. 
 
In 1861, our Civil War began when Southern forces aJacked Fort Sumter. In 
response, President Lincoln ordered a military dra; to be formed, blockaded 
Southern ports, and spent funds without Congressional approval. He knew that he 
had used powers reserved for Congress, but believed it was necessary to save the 
Union.  
 
The American Presidency Project out of UC Santa Barbara has an interes9ng table 
online of all the execu9ve orders given by our presidents. So far, Trump has given 
a liJle over 200 orders in his second term.  
 
On the White House website, whitehouse.gov., there is a sec9on about Trump’s 
Execu9ve Orders, where one can read each actual and complete order, along with 
interes9ng fact sheets explaining the reasons for the order, and the an9cipated 
outcome. It is fascina9ng reading, and I highly recommend it. 
 
I will end with some poignant and fun quotes from the Founding Fathers and Mr. 
Trump about the office of the Presidency. In these tense 9mes, it helps to 
remember their patrio9sm and love of our country. 
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In his final speech to Congress in 1796, President Washington said, “I repeat my 
fervent supplica9ons to the Supreme Ruler of the universe… that the government 
which [the people] have ins9tuted for the protec9on of their liber9es, may be 
perpetual.”  
 
In 1796, Jefferson wrote, “I have no ambi9on to govern men. It is a painful and 
thankless office.” Later, in 1810, Jefferson wrote, “In 9mes of peace, the people 
look most to their representa9ves; but in war, to the execu9ve [alone].” He also 
labeled the presidency “a splendid misery.”  
 
In 1850, President Lincoln said, “The Presidency, even to the most experienced 
poli9cians, is no bed of roses.” And in 1861, Lincoln said to Congress, “The 
struggle of today is not altogether for today – it is for a vast future, also.” 
 
Finally, with grace and dignity, President Trump spoke to the na9on as he le; 
office a;er his first term. He said, “… America is the greatest na9on in all of 
history. We are, and must always be, a land of hope, of light, and of glory to all the 
world. This is the precious inheritance that we must safeguard at every single 
turn.” 
 
He con9nued, “As long as the American people hold in their hearts deep and 
devoted love of country, then there is nothing that this na9on cannot achieve… 
Our future will be brighter than ever before… The best is yet to come.” 
 
Let’s keep figh9ng to preserve our wonderful country. Thank you for listening, and 
God bless America.  
 
Sources: 
 
abrahamlincolnonline.org 
ammo.com 
fords.org 
mountvernon.org 
trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov 
whitehouse.gov – News – Presiden<al Ac<ons – Execu<ve Orders 
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